REVEALED  TRUTH.                         79

King of Jacob. Let them bring them forth, and
show us what shall happen: let them show the
former things, what they be, that we may con-
sider them, and know the latter end of them; or
declare us things for to come. Show the things
that are to come hereafter, that we may know
that ye are gods." Is. 41 : 21, 22. Now if God
ever consented to reason with his intelligent but
fallen creatures, to overcome their fears, remove
their doubts, and win their confidence, and if no
absurdity is involved, how natural is this appeal ?
How well adapted to prove, beyond all peradven-
ture, the fact of a divine revelation ? No one
needs even a word to convince him that prediction
of future certainties is alone within the power of
Omniscience ;. for if the wisest of men cannot assur-
edly tell on one day what shall take place on the
next, of all the contingencies that may turn up, how
much less able are they to show what shall occur
beyond or within a hundred years, or even one ?
A prophecy, therefore, locating its own fulfil-
ment hundreds of years ahead, or even one, must
undeniably be, by the evidence of fulfilment, the
utterance of God; and is a standing miracle on
the page of history, open to the inspection of all
men. Whilst it may be said of miracles per-
formed eighteen hundred years ago, that they are
passed away and gone, and were to those that
saw them in the first age of our era sensible
proofs of revealed truth, it must be said of an old
prophecy, whose fulfilment has passed into his-
tory, that it is thenceforth an omnipresent miracle
to all intelligent minds in the world acquainted